Milton, John (1608-1674) -English poet and prose writer who is one of the most highly regarded figures in world literature and is widely considered the greatest poet since Shakespeare. Often called the "Puritan Poet," he had many of the good traits of the Puritans as well as many of the bad and spent much of his life immersed in political and religious controversy. On the Morning of Christs Nativity (1629) -A fusion of the eternal with the temporal and the Christian transformation of nature.
ON THE MORNING OF CHRIST'S NATIVITY (Compos'd 1629)
1 THIS is the Month, and this the happy morn Wherin the Son of Heav'ns eternal King, Of wedded Maid, and Virgin Mother born, Our great redemption from above did bring; For so the holy sages once did sing, That he our deadly forfeit should release, And with his Father work us a perpetual peace. Perhaps their loves, or els their sheep, Was all that did their silly thoughts so busie keep.
IX
When such musick sweet Their hearts and ears did greet, As never was by mortall finger strook, Divinely-warbled voice Answering the stringed noise, As all their souls in blisfull rapture took: The Air such pleasure loth to lose, With thousand echo's still prolongs each heav'nly close.
X
Nature that heard such sound Beneath the hollow round Of Cynthia's seat, the Airy region thrilling, Now was almost won To think her part was don, And that her raign had here its last fulfilling;
She knew such harmony alone Could hold all Heav'n and Earth in happier union. 
XI

